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GOVERNOR’S COUNCIL ON CHILD SAFETY AND FAMILY EMPOWERMENT 

MINUTES 
 

January 19, 2016 
10:00 AM 

1700 West Washington Street, Governor’s 2nd Floor Conference Room 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 
A meeting of the Governor’s Council on Child Safety and Family Empowerment (Council) was 
convened on January 19, 2016 at 10:02 AM in the 2nd Floor Conference Room, 1700 West 
Washington, Phoenix, Arizona 85007. Notice having been duly given.  Present and absent were 
the following members of the Council.  
  

  Members Present 

Angela Ducey (Chairperson)  
Kathryn A. Pidgeon (Vice Chairperson) 
Luke Barnett 
Jay Cory  
Terry Crist 
Roy Dawson 
Janet Garcia 
Belen Gonzalez 
Kristine Jacober 
Tyler Johnson 
George Khalaf 
Vicki Mayo 
James Molina 

Paul Mulligan 
Darlene Newsom 

Julie O’Dell 

Leslie Reprogle 

Warren Stewart Jr. 

Andrea Stuart 

Jeffrey Taylor 

Mark Upton 

Richard Yarbough  

Zora Manjencich  

Members Absent  

Dennae Pierre 
 
 

 
 

 

Staff Present  

Debbie Moak    Sonya Pierce-Johnson    
Billy Thrall    Myriah Mhoon 
John Raeder 
 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mrs. Angela Ducey called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM. 
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2. OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
Mrs. Ducey provided a special welcome to the council’s new member, Christine Arians. She 
expressed her gratitude for Christine’s willingness to serve. 

 

3. INTRODUCTION OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Mrs. Ducey welcomed the members and asked them introduce themselves.  Mrs. Ducey 
thanked each member for their willingness to serve. 

 
4. REVIEW OF NATIONAL ADOPTION  

Mrs. Pidgeon provided an overview of the National Adoption Day. Maricopa is the leader of 
the largest Adoption Day celebration in the Nation. The Governor and first lady opened the 
celebration; they talked with the kids and took pictures with the kids.  There were 270 
adoptions finalized, 192 hearings were conducted, 38 Judges volunteered to assist in this 
day, and over 3000 people came out to support this amazing celebration. All of this work 
was done through private foundations.   
 

5. SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
Mrs. Ducey recognized “The Northern Arizona Kids Consortium”, a group that is working 
together in Prescott/Cottonwood Area. The consortium is a collaborative effort of Churches, 
Non-Profit Organizations, and Department of Child Safety (DCS) staff.  Mrs. Ducey 
presented Mark Breyer, Kolbi Millsap, and Larri Lyn Stell with awards for their contributions.   
 
Mark, Kolbi, and Larry Lyn, shared with the council a handout that showed some of their 
activities they collaborate on:  

 Backpack of Hope, backpacks for children entering the foster care system.  

 Removal Bags, duffel bags for the children once they are removed, so they can keep 
their belongings with them.  

 Snacks and Food, quick snack foods and easily heated meals and beverages for 
children to enjoy while they are waiting at the DCS offices. 

 Independent Living Program and Support, supporting youth who enter into the 
Independent Living Program with apartment items, mentors, and /or apprenticeship.  

 Laundering of Bedding and Maintenance of Overnight Kits, wash bedding for those 
children who sleep at the offices and maintain overnight kits with a blow up mattress, 
pillow, blankets, etc. 

 Clothing Pantry, provide free clothing for all size children.  
  
6. THE CARE PORTAL PRESENTATION 

Adrien Lewis presented an overview of The Care Portal.  The Care Portal is a ministry of the 
Global Orphan Project, and is a web-based platform for the community to meet reads needs 
in Child Welfare. Mr. Lewis shared that the Care Portal empowers local churches and 
agencies to help local children and families in crisis. The Child Welfare identifies a need, the 
church is informed and the church answers the call. The Care Portal connects Child Welfare 
workers to the local church, addressing the full range of needs from prevention to 
permanency. The Care Portal has three tiers, the first tier is Physical, the second tier is 
Relational, and the third tier is Family and all three tiers should be worked on. Mr. Lewis 
stated that every church needs to do a little.  The Care Portal is launched in four others 
States, and launched in Pima County last fall.  Mr. Lewis shared with the council that the 
work in Pima County is going well. Pima County launched in December and at the present, 
they are focusing on tier 1. He reported that 40 children have been impacted, 56 families 
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and 20 churches so far.  Mr. Lewis identified that there is about 400 plus churches in 
Maricopa County, and advised the council to think of the work that could be done. He 
estimates to start a Care Portal in Maricopa; it would cost about 60 thousand dollars for 
startup.  More information is available at CarePortal.org.   
 

7. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH PRESENTATION 
Paul Galdys of the Arizona Department of Health Services presented an overview on the 
Behavioral Health Services for Children in Out of Home Care. Mr. Galdys also provided a 
one page description of what should occur when a child with Behavioral Health Needs is 
removed. Mr. Gladys shared that an urgent response to all children and adolescents who 
are removed by the Department of Child Safety (DCS) should occur. The children and 
adolescents should be seen within 72 hours of removal for an assessment and their case 
should remain open for Behavioral Health Services for a minimum of 6 months. He also 
reported that each Regional Behavioral Health Authorities (RBHA) has a DCS Liaison to 
assist DCS staff and foster families with accessing necessary Behavioral Health Service for 
children and families involved with Child Welfare. In addition, he shared that the RBHA’s 
have established a single point of contact to assist with ensuring the children in out of home 
care receive appropriate and timely Behavioral Health Services to meet their needs. The 
contact information for those single points of contacts are included on the one page 
description that Mr. Galdys provided. One concern that was brought up by a council member 
is that health cares are reporting a waiting list.  Mr. Galdys stated that per policy, health 
cares are not supposed to have a waiting list; they must have capacity to meet the needs of 
the kids/families. Mr. Galdys recommended contacting him and/or reaching back out to the 
health care if this continues to be a problem. Director Debbie Moak from the Governor’s 
Office of Youth, Faith and Family also recommended contacting her personally if this 
continues to be of concern.  
 

 
8. SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 
Outreach Committee:  presented by Paul Mulligan of Catholic Charities:  The Outreach 
sub-committee is very interested in helping things like The Care Portal get church and non-
profit support.  We are also talking about working together to build an electronic “Care Barn” 
to meet the practical needs of families and children in the foster care system. 
 
Support Committee:  presented by Leslie Reprogle of Agape Adoption Agency:  Working to 
help bring the Care Portal to Maricopa County; and bring together providers for “The Care 
Barn” idea; and convene key state agencies to streamline services to families without 
duplication. 
 
Prevention Committee:  presented by Vicki Mayo of DES:  Prevention sub-committee is 
working on ways to help families before they enter the DCS system.  Because substance 
abuse is a critical issue, we are looking at partnering with other state agencies to target one 
part of Maricopa County to begin prevention programs utilized in other US States.  This 
would offer parents a chance to enter a rehabilitation program without fear of losing their 
children. 

Partnerships Committee: presented by Janet Garcia of Casey Family:  Janet updated on 
the critical data surrounding Child Welfare in our state.  The Partnerships sub-committee is 
looking for ways to leverage Foundation and Private resources to help fund the initiatives 
faith and community groups are championing. 
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Council Member Roy Dawson asked that the Council review the Executive Order in greater 
detail, so that it is clear as to the work of the Committees. Director Debbie Moak from the 
Governor’s Office of Youth, Faith and Family explained that the Committees are charged 
with bringing resources that are not Government focused. She also volunteered to talk at the 
next council meeting on the number of initiatives at hand and what we will be working 
toward.  

 
 
9. CALL TO THE PUBLIC  

The public did not respond to the call. 
 
Mrs. Ducey shared with the Council members that she wanted to recognize, Michael Zent 
from Jewish Family & Children Services for all of his great work over the years in Arizona as 
he has passed away.  
 
 

10. ADJOURN  
Mrs. Ducey adjourned the meeting at 12:00 PM. 
 

 


